UNITED STATES INTERVENTION IN MEXICO: 1846 - 1848

(MEXICAN - AMERICAN WAR)

Purpose: Demonstrate development and function of mail services in and around areas of military activity
during the Mexican American War period. United States, Mexican, and British Agency material will be
used to explore how mail services evolved in response to continuously changing needs.

Evolution and development of United States provisional agencies at Point [sabel, Brazos, Tampice and
Verg Cruz is presented. Examples of relevant markings (including many earliest & latest known dates),
mail to and from military, commercial activity, and co-existing Mexican, British and Spanish services
illustrate the story of the mail service during this period.

- Military activity began early 1846, with General Zachary Taylor’s march to the Rio Grande
(Rio Bravo del Norte), along with concurrent Naval blockade of Mexico’s Gulf and Pacific ports. Taylor's
forces then continued through Northern Mexico until early 1847 and the Battle of Buena Vista. A small
group detached itself southeast towards Tampico during December 1846 - January 1847. Other U.S. forces
went via New Mexico to California and Chihuahua with some rejoining Taylor at Buena Vista.

General Winfield Scott began forming his invasion force early 1847 to take Vera Cruz and Mexico City
using a combination of Taylor’s experienced troops and new recruits. Landing at Fera Cruz, the march to
Mexico City occupied March through July 1847. Intermittent Naval activity also took place at Pacific ports,
such as Mazadlan.

Material is presented in sequence corresponding to historical and military events. Specialized postal mark
and rate studies are included where offices with unique markings were established.
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Frame(s): 1 NORTHERN CAMPAIGN (TAYLOR)

Forerunners — Recruitment, Troop Training, Texas, and Journey to Mexico
Point Isabel and Brazos Marking study

2.3 Postal Activity by “Order of Battle™
Brownsville, Matamoros; Reynosa; Camargo; Mier; Monterrey, Saltillo,
Monclova; Parras; Saltillo; Buena Vista, 1848 Retreat and Zacatecas

4 WESTERN/PACIFIC EXPEDITIONS
New Mexico, California, Chihuahua, and Military Government
Mazatlan - Blockade (1846) and Occupation (1848)

5 TAMAULIPAS EXPEDITION/TAMPICO
British Postal Agencies, Spanish Mails
GULF COAST/TABASCO

CENTRAL CAMPAIGN (5COTT)
Journey to and Occupation of Vera Cruz; Specialized Marking Study

7,8  Postal activity by “Order of Battle” (date of initial military activity)
Outbound, inbound, official documents (field press), U.S. and Mexican mails
Jalapa; Perote; Puebla; Rio Frio; Mexico City, Toluca, Cuernavaca
British Postal Agency, Continuing commercial activity
End of Occupation/Retaliatory Rates from Tampice & Vera Cruz

Note: Condition is variable - especially on inbound items to military serving in Mexico due to rough
conditions, extended distances and lack of storage space.




Lithographed Bounty Letter Sent To Postmasters

After having been abolished in 1833, Congresaional Bounties to raise and re-enlist men were resumed
in 1847 For the Mexican War. "There mey be many persons in your neighborhood whose ‘facilities For
information sre limited and whose only meana Ffor obtaining a knowledge of their Just rights will
be through this medium ..." That the postmaster may conduct such an agency postage free to him is
gmphasized in two places.
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PRELUDE TO MEXICO INITIAL MOVES

Discord between the United States and Mexico increased with advancing *Anglo’ settlement
in Texas. Once Texas achieved U.S. statehood, military conflict between the two countries
seemed unavoidable. As tensions rose, President Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to
mobilize a military force for Texas, arriving off Corpus Christi on 26 July 1845.

Fort Hamilton, NY
16 August 1845

*The light company of artillery at Fort.
Hamilton has been ordered to Texas.”

5¢ <300 mile rate

S¢ <300 miles/10¢ =300 mile
(Rates took effect | July 1845)

Naval forces based at Pensacola under Commander Conner shifted to

Galveston, and began patrolling the Mexican Gulf coast late 1845/carly 1846.
e LTE gy i T i S B pensacc
S 28 December 1845
Via Mohile

10¢ =300 mile rate




PRELUDE TO MEXICO TROOP TRAINING

Initial 12 month volunteers called out under Act of May 13th, 1846.
Many were from the midwestern states of Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky

Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 8 July 1846
Green CDS

5¢ (collect) for <300 miles

~ Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 27 October 1846
Black CDS

10c (collect) for >300 miles
Corrected to 5c for <300 miles + 2c 'ADVERTISED NOV' =T¢c

Postal clerks were not always certain of official distances between offices




PRELUDE TO MEXICO . TROOP TRAINING

Initial 12 month volunteers called out under Act of May 13th, 1846.
Many were from the midwestern states of Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky
Additional recruits were needed to replace those not re-enlisting after first year,

Camp near Little Rock, 15 July 1846
Memphis, 16 July 1846

Blue CDS and HS

20c¢ (PAID) for <300 miles, double weight
Prepayment not required, not commonly done as there was
no assurance letter would actually arrive at destination

Camp Butler (Kentucky), 17 October 1847
Louisville, 19 October 1847

Blue CDS

5c (collect) for <300 miles

Replacement troops for those not re-enlisting, or lost to injury and disease



PRELUDE TO MEXICO JOURNEY TO WAR ZONE

‘Some went by Steamboat via New Orleans to Point Isabel

St. Louis, 24 July 1846
Red CDS, 5¢ (collect)
Departed 23 July for New Orleans, estimated journey to Point Isabel 12 days

Morisville, Buoie Co. (sic) Texas, 14 August 1846
(Ms) Boston Tex, 15 September 1846
10c (collect)

Describes march to Mexico; 20 day march to San Antonio at 20 miles per day




PRELUDE TO WAR TROOP ASSEMBLY/TRAINING

As diplomacy faltered in mid 1845, Taylor was ordered to set up a base camp in Texas at Corpus Christi.
- Naval units were also ordered to patrol the Texas/Mexican Gulf coast

Camp at Corpus Christi ——-
10 November 1845 ]

Regular Army at Corpus Christi, Texas

Via New Orleans
10 November 1845

10¢ for =300 miles

2c ship letter
12¢ due

“We are hutted here for

the winter, ... all talk of
war is ended.... "

Replacement troops for the “1846™ group completing their 1 year term of enlist-
ment mid 1847 needed to be enlisted, trained, and transported to the war zone.

Replacement Troops training in Indian Territory

Fort Towson
(Choctow Nation/

Indian Territory)
9 July 1847

“Missent & forwarded”
le
19 July 1847

"5 " manuscript
‘10° overwritten

Rerated from

5S¢ <300 mile rate to
10c =300 mile rate




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN POINT ISABEL MANUSCRIPT

First Provisional Post Office Established July 1846 at Point Isabel
Mails lightered aboard ship, entered mail stream at New Orleans

Earliest known Point Isabel Manuscript Use

Fort Brown, 10 June 1846 .
Point Isabeile (sic) , 15 June 1846
10c (collect) for >300 miles

atest first period Point Isabel Manuscript Use prior to Type 1 Handstamp

g .
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Camp near Camargo, 2 September 1848
via River Steamer to
Point Isabel , 10 September 1846

First Point Isabel manuscript period from 15 June through 10 September 1846.
Additional manuscript period from 24 October through 5 November 1846 while waiting for
replacement of Type I with Type II handstamp.
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN POINT ISABEL HANDSTAMP

Point Isabel Type I Handstamp

[onterrey, 29 September 1846
Point Isabel, 6 October
Newburg, N.Y., 3 November (Forwarded)
- Princeton, N.J.

10¢ (collect) for >300 miles
5c Fi <300 miles
15¢ due

First Point Isabel handstamp in use for only about 3 weeks. Removed from service due to
rapid wear. Most examples very indistinct with illegible dates. Fewer then 10 examples
known. This example unusually well struck.

NT I ELCA Tl
TYPE PERIOD OF USE
Manuscript Period |. 15 June - 10 September 1844
Handstamp | 16 September - 10 October 1844
Manuscript Period I 24 October - 5 November 1844
Handstamp Il & November - 19 December 1844
Handstamp III* 25 December 1846 - 24 March 1847
*Most frequently encountered type




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN POINT ISABEL MARKINGS

Type I Handstamp (16 September — 10 October 1846)
Removed from service after ~4 weeks due to rapid wear

_Unusually clear (early) impression

Camp Pa on, 12 September 1846
Point lubnl. 18 Seplember 1846

Second Manuscript Period (24 October — 5 November 1846)
Kmmmmmmwmn Point Isabel Handstamps

Camargo, 15 October 1846
Point Isabel (ms.), 24 October 1846

Jo
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN POINT ISABEL HANDSTAMP

Point Isabel Type Il Handstamp, 6 November 1846

Point Isabel Type Il Handstamp, 17 December 1846

Type 11 Point Isabel Handstamp 6 November— 19 December 1846
Large ‘10° ratestamp associated with this marking, most examples are poorly struck and illegible.




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN POINT ISABEL HANDSTAMP

PT 1SABEL Noas Point Isabel Type 11 Handstamp
= —— 6 November — 19 December 1846

i i e TR ey i e

Monterrey, 13 November 1846
Point Isabel, 26 November 1846
Large“10" Ratestamp

Manuscript and Large “10°
Ratemarks used during time
period for this Handstamp

: T. ISABE
Type 111 Point Isabel Handstamp ;ﬁ w“; B{‘J’L
25 December 1846 — 24 March 1847 o e

Z Monterrey, 5 January 1847
Point Isabel, 16 January 1847

“20" ms. (172 - 1 oz., Double weight)

“10” cents forwarding (<300 miles)
30 ¢ due

Manuscript and Small *10°
Ratemarks used with this Handstamp

Office moved from Point Isabel to Brazos (Island) end March 1847 for better port conditions.

lz




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BRASoS BRAZOS HANDSTAMP
Af’rm:

Brazos (BRASOS) Type I Handstamp
31 March — 15 April 1847

Brazos Santiago, 28 March 1847 Immediately prior to arrival of Handstamp
New Orleans, 8 April 1847
“10" cents, >300 mile rate

Buena Vista, 20 March 1847
Brazos, 10 April 1847

7 examples of Type [ Handstamp documented
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BRAZOS BRAZOS HANDSTAMP
JUNE, 29,1847

Brazos Type II Handstamp
16 April — 29 June 1847

Saltillo, 27 March 1847
19 day transit from Saltillo to Brazos
Brazos, 16 April 1847 (Earliest use)

10¢ (collect) for >300 miles

Brazos, 29 June 1847

BRAZOS CANCELLATIONS
IYPE PERIOD OF USE

Manuscript Through 30 March 1847
Handstamp | 31 March - 15 April 1847

Il 16 April - 22 June 1847

HiE* 1 July 1847 - 16 April 1848

la January - February 1848

v 18 April - End of Intervention

*Most frequently encountered type, Several speling variations known
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BRAZOS BRAZOS HANDSTAMP
JULY.1.

Brazos Type III Handstamp
1 July 1847 — 16 April 1848

" Matamoros, 26 June 1847
Brazos, 1 July 1847 (Earliest use)

10c (collect) for >300 miles

Written by General Hopping to his wife

Camargo, 21 February 1848
Brazos, 23 February 1848

Late use, weak 'S’ of BRAZOS

Handstamp in use for 9 1/2 months, several variations and errors known.
Device progressively degraded until unusable by mid April 1848




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN .- BRAZOS HANDSTAMP

E—

Buena Vista, 7 January 1848

Brazos, 24 January 1848
Round ‘O’ of BRAZOS

‘Buena Vista, 20 December 1847

‘Brazos, 11 January 1848
- “BRAOQZS’ Variety
‘Known only 11 January

Saltillo, 25 March 1848

Brazos, 8 April 1848
Inverted ‘A’ of APRIL
Weak 'S’ of BRAZOS

Terminal degradation
of handstamp device
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BRAZOS HANDSTAMP

Brazos Type IV Handstamp
18 April - 27 July 1848

Cedras, 15 April 1848

Brazos, 30 April 1848 Blue CDS
Small “10” cents, >300 mile rate

| I £ et & 1 ¢ Q,,Ll-"g"..r _ -
3 H.m - e H\ 1&1 ﬁ#" 27 e

Matamoros, 16 July 1848
Brazos, 27 January 1848
“ops” (On Public Service), “free”

Latest known military use from war zone

Brazos became civilian post office after war
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BRAZOS HANDSTAMP

Brazos Type IV marking continued in use for several years after military activities ended

Matamoros, Mexico to Hatley, Canada via Brazos

Matamoros, 8 August 1848 (immediately post war)
Brazos, 8 August; rated 10c

Derby Line, Vermont; forwarded, ‘Paid 10’
Stanstead (Canada), 5 September

Hatley, 6 September 1848 arrival

Brazos 30 November 1851 via Steamship ‘“NAUTILIS®

5 cent (<300 mile) rate from Brazos to Brownsville
Tradespeople (i.e.sutlers) as well as assorted “hangers-on” accompanied the men of the army.

/8
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN RATE MARKINGS

Point Isabel and Brazos used the same rate markings.

S —

Camargo, 19 June 1847
Brazos, 29 Junel847

“Paid 10c” manuscript
10c (prepaid) for >300 miles 1 *

Vast majority of mail sent

Collect as soldiers often had
little cash money, and there
was no assurance that letter
would arrive at destination.

Manuscript, and large & small *10" handstamps were used
at Point Isabel, only small *10" handstamp used at Brazos.

“Paid’ manuscript used at both offices.

POINT ISABEL/BRAZOS RATE MARKINGS

TYPE PERIOD OF USE
Manuscript 10 Through 24 October 1846
Manuscript 'Paid’ Throughout Intervention Period
Manuscript '20' Throughout Intervention Period
Large '10' Handstamp 28 October - 22 December 1845
Small '10' Handstamp™* 22 December - End of Intervention

*maost frequently encountered type, Several speling variations known
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Large ‘10" Ratestamp

26 September 1847

Brazos Type III
30 September 1847

Small ‘10’ Ratestamp ¥

Manuscript and
Small “10°
Ratemarks used
Al Brazos




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

Misrouting of Mail

Inbound mail to Northern Mexico was usually routed via New
Orleans. As volume increased, mishaps were bound to occur.

Cincinnati Ohio, 27 September 1846

Addressed to New Orleans
“Missent” to Point Isabel, - - November 1846
Returned to New Orleans

Mail to military in Mexico often endorsed “via New Orleans” or “via Vera Cruz”



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN FORT BROWN (BROWNSVILLE)

Established on North Bank of Rio Grande opposite Matamoros as Fort Taylor 28 March 1846
Renamed Fort Brown in honor or Major Jacob Brown who died of wounds received in battle 9 May 1846

Fort Brown, 18 May 1846
(Earliest known use as “Fort Brown")
New Orleans, 2 June 1846

10c for >300 miles

2c ship letter
12¢ due

To offices at Point Isabel/Brazos
Contents describe 8 May battle and

occupation of Matamoros, first action
on territory south of Rio Grande,

THE WAR IN NORTHERN
M.Exjca: m*“ CORPUS EHRIBTIZ =

GEM. TAYLOA'S (HVABIOH ROUTE == -

M E & P E B

Order of Battle;
Northern Campaign
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Fort Brown, 15 August 1846
Point Isabel (manuscript) + “10”
17 August 1846

10c =300 mile rate



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN FORT BROWN AREA

| :
ir: Several camps located along Rio Grande (Rio Bravo del Norte) in Fort Brown/Matamoros area
|.

|

10c for =300 miles (collect)

Camp Sabinito, 19 September 1847
(North of Brownsville near Palo Alto)

Brazos (Type III Handstamp), 22 September 1847

-



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN FORT BROWN AREA

Several camps located along Rio Grande (Rio Bravo del Norte) in Fort Brown/Matamoros area

IS

~ort Brown, 11 December 1846
Matamoros (ms.), 11 May 1846
Point Isabel (Type Il Handstamp), 16 December 1846
10c for >300 miles (collect)

Ord. Depot, Fort Polk (Point Isabel), 10 February 1847
Point Isabel (Type Ill Handstamp), 12 February 1847
O.P.S. (On Public Service), 10c for >300 miles postage not collected



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MATAMOROS

Occupied by Taylor after battles of 17 & 18 May 1846

ear Matamoros, 10 May 1846
via Mew Orleans 18 May; 10c collect
Mails sent via New Orleans prior to satting up of Point Isabel provisional post office

- e

oll’ll&ﬂmm‘,'m ber1
Matamoros, 22 September manuscript cancel
Matamoros often used manuscript with and without comesponding Point Isabel/Brazos postrmark.

*...0n the way to Camargo, then Monterey, then Saitifo.... Many men sick., ."



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MATAMOROS

Occupied by General Taylor 18 May 1846

Matamoros, i -—
27 November 1846 | i 5 il

28 November 1846 1 /,-———p}/jj, a//
! = o e - =2 g |

—_——

Manuseript

Large ‘10" {cents]
(=300 miles )

Ratemark applied
at Point Isabel

T T —— T I e R

s Matamoros,
b 4 April 1847

“1 5 April 1847
Manuscript

| Small 160" [cents]
10c >300 mile rate

* Ratemark applied
. af Brazos

Mail from Matamoros known with two distinct Matamoros manuscripts, large and small
“10” [cent] ratestamps, with and without Point Isabel and Brazos handstamps.

(See “Tamaulipais Expedition* pages for additional examples)
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

Small ‘10 [cents]
(=300 miles )

Ratemark applied
at Brazos

Official [U.S. Army] Inbound

MATAMOROS

No Posial Markings,

‘May have been carried
as part of larger Packet
or in a Military pouch.
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN REYNOSA

Occupied by Taylor 6 June 1846
Located on the Rio Grande (Rio Bravo del Norte) West of Matamoros

Inbound via Point Isabel

Rhode Island,
25 December 1846
to New Qrleans

Forwarded via

Point Isabel

(Type lll Handstamp)
4 February 1847
toTrader at Reynosa

10c (>300 miles) paid at Rhode Island,
10c additional [forwarding] charged at Point Isabel
20¢ (due)

Post Occupation Mexican Mails

Reynosa to Cadereyta, (On road to Monterrey), 17 August 1849
2 Realas (dus)

After the war, Reynosa resumed to it’s status as a backwater, far from the
Mexico City — Puebla/San Luis Potosi — Vera Cruz axis of influence

- o



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN REYNOSA

. Reynosa, 27 September 1847
To Adjutant general of the Army

Brazos Type Il handstamp
3 October 1847

Brazos

Type Il (variety)
11 January (1848)

10 cents (collect)
For >300 milas

This Handstamp variety known only 11 January 1848

29



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN
| Occupied 14 July 1846

Camargo
(Camp Brady)
1 November 1846

12 November
Type 11 Handstamp
(2 week transit)

Lqrgu ‘10" feents]
Ratestamp

Type [I Handstamp
Often indistinct or
Deformed.

e ——— TN e T

2 April 1847

Brazos
10 April 1847
Typel
(BRASOS)
. (Note frame)

- Small ‘10"
Ratestamp

15 June 1847
Type 11
Handstamp

Small ‘10"
(Crossed out)

Pu
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN CAMARGO

Inbound

Galveston Texas, 29 July 1846
Postage charged until Act of 3 March 1847 anthorized free postage to troops serving in Mexico.

Many Texans volunteered in Mexico, with their own (Texas Rangers), or other units,

et e M

 Springfield llinois, 4 December 1846
Soldiers preferred that mail be sent prepaid as cash was scarce.

Tllinois Volunteers served in Northern Mexico from mid 1846 through mid 1847,




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MIER

Mier Occupied by Taylor 18 August 1846
Located on the road between Rio Grande (Rio Bravo del Norte) and Monterrey

e ——— S i o i Tl

Camp Rio Grande (near Mier), 25 August 1846
Via river steamer to
Point Isabel (manuscript), 1 September 1846

Mier, 11 June 1848
Brazos (Type IV, blue), 11 June 1848

Mentions peace, anticipates disbanding within 1 month, though orders not yet arrived.



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN ROAD TO MONTERREY

Ceralvo, 30 May 1848
Brazos, 8 June 1848
(Blue) Type IV

Ceralvo, 25 June 1848
Brazos, 5 July 1848
(Black) Type IV

“The Mississippi Regiment
Passed here yesterday on
Their way home ... ] expect
to be home by August first.”
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MONTERREY

Taylor’s base of operations for Northern Mexico
Ommaﬁabatﬂeendmgzssmtemher City under quarantine through mid October 1846

_Point Isabel Type I Handstamp

Point Isabel Type [
4 October 1846

Manuscript '10"
! (Ratestamp not yet
Introduced)

Monterrey
12 & 25 October 1847

(Between Devices I & IT)
Large ‘10° Ratemark
Applied at Point Isabel




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MONTERREY

Camp Near Monterrey
13 November 1846

Point Isabel Type IT
26 November 46

“O.P.8."
Large '10' crossed out

Carried free of postage

Walnut Springs/
Camp Taylor
2 May 1847

Brazos, 6 May 1847
- Type Il Handstamp

Small "10° Ratemark

26 May 1847

Brazos Type 11 Handstamp
9 June 1847

10 ¢ postage (>300 miles)
(>300 miles)
20c Due on Delivery




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MONTERREY

Monterrejf served as Taylor's Headquarters. Several camps housed many troops and assorted
‘hangers on’. It’s importance decreased after early 1847 as activity shifted towards central
Mexico and Vera Cruz.

: Monterrey, 14 January 1847
via convoy and river steamer to
Point Isabel (Type Ill Handstamp), 1 February 1847
10c (collect)

Monterrey, 24 March 1847
Brazos (Type | Handstamp), 10 April 1847

The Provisional Post office shifted from Point Isabel across to Brazos by 31 March 1847,
The Brazos (‘BRASOS*) Type I Handstamp is represented by 7 known examples.

24



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

General Hospital
{at) Monterrey
20 December 1847

Monterrey Manuscript
21 December 1847

Brazos, Type 111
3 January 1848

Small '16° Ratemark

More troops felled by
illness then enemy

MONTERREY

3 July 1847

Brazos Type 111
18 July 1847

Small '10" Ratemark

4 Monterrey
| 12 August 1847

Boston
22 Sepiember 1847

Sc postage
(<300 miles: Boston

to New Hampshire)

Carried out of mails,
entering U.S. mails
at Boston,




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN Postwar Official Mexican Use MONTERREY
Civil Judiciary - State of Nuevo Leon

" Monterrey, 30 October 1848 to Cadarita iminez "
Post occupation reassumption of local autharity



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MONTERREY (INBOUND)

Prior to Act of 3 March 1847

Baltimore,

Maryland
25 January 1847

Prepaid 10c

Contrary to then current general practice, both items were sent prepaid (10c U.S. domestic rate
for >300 miles) as soldiers often did not have enough available cash to pay for collect letters.

Prior to Act of 3 March 1847, all mail to and from the military was charged postage. After that
date, mail to those serving in Mexico was carried without charge. However, mail from the mili-
tary to the U S. was carried at regular rates. Inbound Naval mail did not qualify for the free con-
cession except when specifically addressed to Mexico.



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN MONTERREY

Inbound to Monterrey/Saltillo Area
Inbound mail to Northern Mexico was usually routed via New Orleans and Point Isabel

12 Month volunteers called out under act of 13 May 1846, serving from June 1846 — May 1847.
Kentucky volunteers served at Monterrey November 1846, & Saltillo February 1847.
(Col. McKee killed at Buena Vista 23 February 1847)

Free (Act of 3 March 1847)

e

* March/April 1847 to Monterrey/Saltillo Waived 10c for > 300 mile rate
Did not apply to Naval personnel, suttlers, or other assorted non-soldiers.
Soldiers often did not have enough cash money on hand to claim their mail!




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

Occupied 16 November 1846 by General Taylor

Envelope, Saliillo Manuscript

“Near Saltillo Mxo.

Jany 1847."

Point Isabel
Type Il
| February 1847

Stmall ‘10" Ratemark
Upto 172 oz,
=300 miles

Envelopes much less common then folded letters during this period

SALTILLO

Saltillo
30 November (1846)

No Point [sabel
Transit markings

Manuscript '10° fcenis




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

SALTILLO

Camp at La Encantada
10 May 1847

Brazos Type II
29 May 1847

Manuseript ‘20" Rate
172 - 1 oz., >300 miles




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN SALTILLO

Official — Inbound

Military Courier (No Postal Markings)

Addressed to Col. Robert Trent Paine
(Commanding Officer — North Carolina Volunteers) at Arispas Mills (Saltillo).

Endorsed either “P. §.” (Public Service) or “0. P. 5.” (On Public Service) indicat-
ing no postage paid or due,
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

Saltillo Occupied by Taylor 16 November 1846
Parras Occupied by Worth 5 December 1846

PARRAS
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NORTHERN CAMPAIGN PARRAS

Occupied by General Worth 5 December 1846

Blue Brazos
Type IV CDS

20 April 1847

Blue Handstamp
‘10" fcents]

U8, soldier
awaifing
end of war,

anticipating
Journey home.

Alamo de Parras (Villa de Viesca) 9 Reales Rate

2 August 1847 (2-2 14 oz
> 45 miles)

(¥l



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BUENA VISTA

Battle of Buena Vista: 22 -23 February 1847
Marked end of active hostilities in Northern Campaign

Buena Vista
15 March 1847

Hmms (BRASOS)
ype | Handstamp
B Aprll 1847

In use for less then 2 weeks,
Fewer then 10 examples known

Buena Vista
1 August 1847

13 August {1 847)
“Public Business/Free"
10" crossed out

For official business




NORTHERN CAMPAIGN BUENA VISTA (TEXAS RANGERS)

Texas was one of several States to raise a volunteer force for service in Mexico

15 July 1847

Brazos Type 11
29 July 1847

Small '10° [cents]

To General (Senator)
Death of Officer due
To illness.

Inbound from Texas

Texas Volunteers (Rangers) served throughout Northern Mexico, especially Saltillo area.



NORTHERN CAMPAIGN ZACATECAS

Military activities for Northern Campaign essentially ended after Battle of Buena Vista. Return home of
1 year volunteers, transfer to Central Mexico, or recovery from illness were the lot for many.

Head isissi
Regiment at Mazapil

14 March 1848

Brazos, 12 April 1848
Note deformed “APRL’
(End of life for this device,

Replaced by Type IV a
few days later)

Small “10" Ratestamp

Troops left Buena Vista on
2 March for journey home

25 & 31 May 1848



WESTERN EXPEDITION NEW MEXICO

Santa Fe occupied by Kearny 18 August 1846

Camp near Santa Fe; 26 August 1848,
Via U.5. Military train to St. Louis (STEAM 10); then to Washington, DC. 3 Oet. 1846 arrival

Santa Fe, 17 September 1846
Via Fort Leavenworth (19 October 1846), & St. Louis; 2
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WESTERN EXPEDITION NEW MEXICO

Forces split into 3 main groups under separate commanding officers:
-Kearny to California
-Donaphin to Chihuahua (rejoined Taylor’s forces at Saltillo, Mexico)
-Price remained in New Mexico

(Keamy’s Forces) 2 October 1846
En route to California, 120 miles from
Santa Fe

via Military Express to Fort Leavenworth

e | g e el g

(Doniphin’s Forces) 19 October 1846
Southwest of Santa Fe
Sc (<300 mile rate) charged from Independence, Mo.



WESTERN EXPEDITION SANTA FE AREA

Forces under Price remained in New Mexico for remainder of war period.

Santa Fe, 6 October 1846

via military express to Fort Leavenworth, Mo. (4 Mov. 1846)
5c rate from FL. Leavenworth to Clay County, Mo.

Santa Fe, 29 April 1847

10¢ from Ft. Leavenworth (29 May 1847) to Jefferson Barracks
{=300 miles) near St. Louis



MILITARY GOVERNMENT NEW MEXICO

Area Under Military Government through Mid 1850
Civilian Postmaster appointed Spring 1850

Via Fort Leavenworth

P 5

Santa Fe, circa April 1849
Fort Leavenworth, 17 May 1849
Via Military Express
10c Single Rate from Mo. To Ohio

Via Independence, Mo.

—_—

Santa Fe, 16 July 1849
Independence Mo., 25 August:1849
(Green CDS used mid 1849)

20c Double rate

Mail from New Mexico carried over Santa Fe Trail to Fort Leavenworth or Independence, Mo. by
military express, entering U.S. mail system (prior to establishment of U.S. Post Office early 1850).



MILITARY GOVERNMENT NEW MEXICO

One of two Known °1847" issue stamps used from Santa Fe

PF. Cert)

Santa Fe, mid July 1849
Independence Mo., 25 August 1848
(Green CDS used mid 1849)

10c Single rate

Third Printing, March 1849
Probably carried privately into Santa Fe
As no stamps were officially sent there



WESTERN EXPEDITION INBOUND

Inbound to Santa Fe via Brazos

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; 5 July 1847
Brazos (transit); 31 July 1847
Santa Fe arrival; January 1848

Original folded letter sheet placed inside envelope after addressing, but prior to mailing.

Endorsed FREE under act of 3 March 1847
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WESTERN CAMPAIGN CHIHUAHUA

Occupied by Donaphin 1 March through 28 April 1847

Post Occupation Mexican Civil Mail

e e .
e L

o ol B

 CHIHUATU

e

Chihuahua, 20 June 1847
3 Reales due

Inbound to Chihuahua

Alamos, 25 June 1847
United States military activity in Alta California discussed
4 reales due
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PACIFIC BLOCADE MAZATLAN

Variable U.S. blockade in place from early 1846 through 17 June 1848,
U.S. Naval landings/temporary occupations occurred
September 1846, February, and December 1847,

US.SmInr (Blockade duty at Mazatlan)

Mazatlan
31 March 1846

Entered mails at
New Orleans

5 May 1847

(5 week transit)

10e postage
12¢ rate

"...since 9th of December [1845] we have been anchored in this place.”

27 June 1847

2 Reales [due]
Single letter
Rate to Durango




PACIFIC BLOCADE MAZATLAN

Mexican Civil Mail

8 January 1848

Entered mails at

Panuco,

(25 miles inland
from Mazatlan)

3 Reales fdue]
172 -3/4 0z

Rate to Durango

Mail from Mazatlan entered Mexican mails at outlying locations during U.S. Occupation
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| CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO

San Diego occupied by U.S. Naval forces 29 July 1846.
U.S. ships have called at San Diego from early 1800°s.

Port San Diego, 2 March 1841 (via Forwarder & Mexican Mails)
1F;w|hdut Mazatlan (W.W. Scarborough [ms] 11 March ; Vera Cruz 3 April ; New York 2 May
1

Early U.S. Ship letter to Boston from Mexican Pacific Port, Stopping paint on way to Hawaii

San Diego, 20 May 1847 (via U.S. mails)
Overland to St. Louis (STEAM 10}, then via steamer to Boston.




WHALING LETTER via MEXICO

[}

‘ Whaling ship letter carried across Mexico from Pacific to Atlantic ports.

Hawaii — Mazatlan — Vera Cruz - New Bedford

Oahu to Mazatlan via sailing ship,
across Mexico to Vera Cruz (30 Jan, 1847),
then via ship to New Bedford.

Rated 12c: 10c postage + Zc ship.

U.8. Naval forces enforced intermittent blockade of Mexico's Pacific ports from late
1845 through June 1848,

[ |
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6 Reales debited

bla occupicd 15 May 1847 (2 weeks later) by U.S. forces.

Pm—



' DISPERSAL OF NORTHERN FORCES

By Spring 1847, military activity in the North of Mexico was at a standstill. Many troops who had enlisted
for one year in 1846 were eligible for mustering out. Others were recovering from illness, accident, or war
wounds in various hospital locations. Some were relocated to other theaters — the Tamaulipais Expedition
5 to Tampico (December 1846), and the Vera Cruz/Central Mexican Campaign (from February 1847).

Palo Alto (North of Brownsville)
17 September 1847

Boston, 2 November 1847

Carried out of mails from Point

\ Isabel to Boston, 5 cent rate from
| Boston to New Hampshire (<300
miles).

| “on way from Monterrey to
Vera Cruz....”




MILITARY HOSPITAL NEW ORLEANS

— ; N E— " Brazos
. . 5 29 July 1847

General

(later President)
Zachary Taylor
to (Son-in-law)
Military Surgeon
At New Orleans

10¢ [collect]

Annapolis,
24 June 1848

Inbound Newspaper
Wrapper Band

“For the Army”
Carried "Free”

Aet of 3 March 1847
Which was in effect
through August 1848
( 3 months afier end
of hostilities)

(Prevailing rate: 3c]

el Sk -.v-—"'.;wff ' New Orleans
16 May 1848
Soldier recovering
in hospital at New
Orleans from wounds
and illness contracted

In Mexico.




TAMAULIPAS EXPEDITION DEPARTURE

Troops from Northern campaign departed Monterrey, Camargo, and Matamoros on about 13
December 1846 for Tampico, meeting up at San Fernando for joint march via Ciudad Victoria

14 November 1846

Via Point Isabel
(ratestamp)

10¢ for =300 miles

General Patterson
reviewing froops
who are about to
march for Tampico

10c postage (> 300 miles)
+3c forwarding (<300 miles)
=]5¢ due

= “We leave in a few
minutes for Victoria...."”




TAMAULIPAS EXPEDITION SAN FERNANDO & VICTORIA

Troops from Northern campaign departed Monterrey, Camargo, and Matamoros on about 13
December 1846 for Tampico, meeting up at San Fernando for joint march via Ciudad Victoria

‘ San Fernando (Staging up)

Ciudad Victoria (capital of Tamaulipas State) occupied 29 December 1846; evacuated 13 January 1847.
Most troops returned to Matamoros, a few continued onwards to Tampico as reinforcements.

g '-1.."I i ‘;'-' -.

.‘_'

ik

Mail from Tamaulipas Expedition generally routed via Matamoros and Point Isabel.

(£




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN TAMPICO

Initial occupation 14 November 1846 by Navy, Army reinforcements arrived 23 January 1847
from Matamoros and Monterrey via Victoria (Tamaulipas Expidition)

ampico, 20 October 1847; No Tampico handstamp, manuscript *10° rate marking
Via New Orleans to New York

Tampico, 18 November 1847
Ship “Maria Thomas” via New Orleans to San Antonio ;
Only other known example of this postmark is in blue, 26 October 1847

Bimonthly U.S. Mail Steamship route established between Tampico and New Orleans
under authority of Article 3, Actof 3 March 1847,

TAMPICO HANDSTAMP & RATE MARKINGS

TYPE KNOWN DATES OF USE
Dotted Double Circle Postmark 26 October - 18 November 1847
Solid Single Circle Postmark 7 March - 7 April 1848

Large '10' (cents) Ratemark 26 October 1847 - 7 April 1848
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN

Commercial Use

Soldier’s Correspondence

Solid Single CDS

TAMPICO

Tampico, 7 March 1848
10" (cent) ratestamp (=300 mile rate)

4 known Tampico single solid CDS’s
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN TAMPICO

Turned Cover

Tampico — Senatobia, Mississippi —Tampico

Tampico, 7 April 1848 (side displayed)
‘10’ ratestamp

Senatobia (manuscript), - - April (inside)
‘FREE’ manuscript

“Excuse me as I am out of envelopes as you can perceive. WB”

Discovery copy of Inbound Soldier's mail to Tampico
One of 4 known Tampico single solid CDS's
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN

Inbound to General Quitman

Natchez Mississippi, 1 February 1847
Postage for >300 miles: 10c (collect)

ia Vera Cruz

INBOUND

" Natchez Mississippi, 29 April 1847

'FREE’ as per act of 3 March 1847
To Military forces engaged in Mexican Campaign
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GULF CAMPAIGN PORT BLOCKADE

In place from early 1846 through end of intervention period,
British Mail Steamers allowed unimpeded passage through blockade

Pre Vera Cruz Occupation, Royal Mail Steam Packet to England

Mexico City
(Mexican Post)
30 July 1846

Vera Cruz
(British Agency)
1 August 1846

London
5 September 1846

2/3 Single rate

Immediately pre-invasion, Naval Blockade in place at Vera Cruz
Tabasco
8 February 1847

Vera Cruz
(Mexican Office)
28 February 1847

New Orleans
(U.S. Post Office)
16 April 1847
10c [collect]

Forwarded at
New York by
Meyer & Strickland
2/~ North Atlantic
Packet rate

Arrival London
14 May 1847




GULF CAMPAIGN/TABASCO COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY

Commercial activity continued, even in the presence of military action and occupation

Duplicate letters often sent via different routes to increase chances of delivery.
Varied Postal Agencies and forwarding Agents were employed.

Tabasco, 10 September 1847

Via Laguna (Yucatan)

Forwarded at New York

Arrived London, 16 November 1847

Rated 2/- (Single weight, New York to London)
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GULF CAMPAIGN MOSQUITO FLOTILLA

Inbound from New Bedford, Mass. to Lieutenant Samuel Lockwood, initially serving on the
U S. Frigate Potomac, Later Commanding Officer on United States Naval Steamer Scourge

Sttﬂmeduﬂ‘Tahum

New Bedford
4 January 1847

Prepaid 10c

Addressed via Vera Cruz

o

New Bedford
25 August 1847

Prepaid 10¢
=300 miles

Not sent as
“FREE" even
though addressed
to Vera Cruz.

Free mail to troops under Act of 3 March 1847 only allowed for troops serving in Mexico. It did
not often apply for Naval forces as their mail was often addressed via New Orleans, Pensacola,
or another non-Mexican port. At times, mail addressed via Mexico was allowed without charge.
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GULF CAMPAIGN TABASCO
Occupied by Mosquito Flotilla 12 May 1847

Duplicate Letters
“An American force of 1000 men is expected to make an attack on this place. ..

Forwarded via Vera Cruz

Tabasco
10 May 1847

Forwarder at
Vera Cruz
(Mexican Post)

Vera Cruz
(British Agency)
2 July 1847

4/6 double rate

Tabasco
10 May 1847

New Orleans
19 June 1848
20c double rate

Via Boston
{Morth Atlantic)
Steamer

2/~ double rate
London
Arrival

13 July 1847
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Naval forces left Mexican waters mid May 1848

GULF CAMPAIGN MOSQUITO FLOTILLA

Naval forces (Mosquito Flotilla) under Commander Conner enforced blockade of Mexican Gulf
Coast ports from mid 1846 onwards. They were also active in occupying ports south of Vera
Cruz including Alvarado, Anton Lizardo and Tabasco

Anton Lizardo —
29 August 1847
Vera Cruz
Type I Handstamp
“SETP” error
1 September 1847
Waiting at Anton Lizardo with cargo of coal, many are sick and dying (yellow fever)
10c >300 mile rate
Inbound/Returned
- Newark, New Jersey
| 31 December 1847
Vera Cruz
8 May 1848
Type VIII Handstamp

Ms “ “PAID at Newark
US Frigate Cumburland served as fleet flagship Navy did not gualify for Free inbound mail!
Large “10” and “free” applied at Vera Cruz



BRITISH POSTAL AGENCY TAMPICO

US Navy under Commander Conner Blockaded Tampico from mid 1846,
Brrhahvmhaﬂawedﬁaepasmgenﬂuandmtuf Port.

Intercoastal British Mails between Tampico and Vera Cruz

3 Tampico
British

21 July 1847

“PAID AT TAMPICO™

Via RMSP Steamship
GREAT WESTERN

Royal Mail Steam Packets
(RMSP) provided monthly
service between Havana,

Vera Cruz and Tampico

with onward connections to
England.

TYPE PERIOD OF USE
Double Circle Datestamp Throughout Intervention Period
Ms. 2/3 & 4/6 (ratemarks) »
Double Circle Datestamp Throughout Intervention period

Vera Cruz Crown "PAID" _
Ms. 2/3 & 4/6 (ratemarks) 2

Y




BRITISH STEAMER TAMPICO

U.S. Navy under Commander Conner Blockaded Tampico from mid 1846,
British vessels allowed free passage into and out of Port.

Via Mexican & British Mails to France

e s

S -

Local Postage to British Vessel in Port: 1 Real {Reverse] (Prepaid)
12 decimes/10 grams due (France)

. Tampico

(British Agency)
24 June 1847

London, 5 August

Calais, 6 August

Le Havre arrival,
7 August

Nawﬁm)wm
12 decimes due on delivery




BRITISH POSTAL AGENCY VERA CRUZ

| | Mexican and British Postal Systems

' Vera Cruz
{Mexican Post)
1 August 1847
Vera Cruz

British Agency
1 August1847

London arrival
6 September 1847
(I Real Local rate)

“FRANCO EN
VERACRUE.“

2/3 Single rate
fo England

Mexico City
13 March 1848

“PAID AT VERA CRUZ”
2/

New Orleans
U.S. Mails

23 March 1848
Re-rated 32 cents

Mexico City to Vera Cruz by Courier (British Legation)
Vera Cruz to New Orleans by British Mails
New Orleans onwards by U.S. Mails (SHIP)

Prepaid to 2/- to New Orleans, Re-rated as 32c to Philadelphia



BRITISH POSTAL AGENCY VERA CRUZ

_Double Rate to England

Inbound from Spain and Havana via British Agency

9 July 1847

Havana

British Agency
8 September 1847

“PAID AT HAVANA"
1~

Vera Cruz
Arrival
15 September 1847

arTie mails, or in a larger packet from Spain to
. Entered British mails at Havana.

Spanish mail service between Havana and Vera Cruz was provided on an irregular basis by
La Compania Empressa de Correos Maritimos, a poorly capitalized private company.



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN BRITISH AGENCY

British Agency also continued service during Occupation period
For items addressed to United states and Foreign Destinations

Vera Cruz (British Agency), 16 March 1848

London arrival, 21 April 1848

Boulogne, 25 April 1848

Bordeaux, 27 April 1848

‘COLONIES & ART. 12’ British-French Accountancy Mark

28



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN SPANISH MAILS

Spain — Havana —Vera Cruz
Via
La Compania Empressa de Correos Maritimos

Inbound to Vera Cruz during early occupation period

Lordo, 27 February 1847 (Red CDS) [Spanish Mails]
Havana (Blue ‘HAVANA’ and *CORREO MARITIMO No. 2’ )
Vera Cruz, late May/early June arrival

No Rate Markings

: faritimos did not collect fees on items transported from
Havmm\’mtruz,sothmewashm:mmnnwtupmndcpmmptmu

3 month transit time from Spain to Mexico, as there were no regularly scheduled mail vessels
between Havana and Vera Cruz
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN SPANISH MAILS

Cuba —Vera Cruz — Tampico Via Spanish and Mexican Mails

Inbound to Tampico via Vera Cruz immediate post occupation period

Spanish mails between Havana and Vera Cruz

B e

San Diego de Nunez,
18 July 1848 (Red CDS)
[Spanish Mails]

S e R

Havana
(Transit; 20 July)

Vera Cruz,

18 October

% (3 month transit/delay)
[ Mexican Mails]

Tampico
Arrival late October

nunldeﬂle mails between Havana and Vera Cruz

- Havana,

27 October 1848
[Private Carriage]

Vera Cruz,

6 November

(10 day transit)
[Entered Mexican Mails

Tampico,
Arrival mid November

Rated 3 reales (due)
Vera Cruz — Tampico
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a CENTRAL CAMPAIGN JOURNEY TO VERA CRUZ

’ Sea Voyage to Vera Cruz from Brazos via Lobos Island (Isla de los Lobos)

b Initial forces redeployed from Northern Campaign February — March 1847

-l Brasos Iolanl  Blemmmmemmn e ———
17 February 1847
Carried back on

entered mails at
New Orleans,
26 February 1847

10¢ Postage

Carried to New Orleans
(31 March 1847) on non-
mail vessel, charged 2c
additional ‘SHIP" fee.

10c Postage
_2c Ship fee
12¢ collect

Troops assembled at Brazos, stagied at Lobos Island in preparation for siege of Vera Cruz



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ

City surrendered after siege to General Winfield Scott on 29 March 1847

“Camp Washington
near Vera Cruz”
25 & 30 March 1847

Describes battle and
surrender of Vera Cruz,
possible occupation and
Surther military plans.
Mails via New Orleans
as Vera Cruz Post Office
not yet set up.

Troops encamped on beach enforcing siege of Vera Cruz



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ

Earliest Known Example — Vera Cruz Handstamp

Inbound to Mexican General at Puebla; notes General Scott’s plan to march for Jalapa, then
on to Mexico City. Notes U.S. desire for maintaining commercial activity in Vera Cruz.

Commercial Inbound (Forwarded) From New York via Vera Cruz

New York
22 March 1848

10c (collect) >300 miles

Arrived Vera Cruz
(Via New Orleans)
11 April 1848

Forwarded by
Vega Bros.

22 April 1848
To Mexico City

3 Reales collect
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ
VERA CRUZ

MEX ocr 122

Type I Vera Cruz Handstamp
3 June — 12 October 1847

Camp near Vera Cruz, 8 October 1847 10c >300 mile rate

Device made of movable printers type from local newspaper
Used with several Vera Cruz rate marks:
Manuscript, Small ‘10°, Large ‘10°

Several sources (including autobiography of U.S. Grant) note that mail service through Vera Cruz was inter-
mittant, or baiched. This helps explain gaps in handstamp dates, and large quantities known for other dates,

When communications between the interior and Vera Cruz were difficult, mails could be sent via Tampico,
especially during October 1847. Items were occasionally carried privately, or directly on board ship, bypsassing
the Vera Cruz Post Office. The British Agency also handled significant quantities of commercial mail. Infre-
quently, small amounts went via Spanish mails

VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP MARKINGS
IYPE
I 3 June - 12 October 1847
] 29 October - 16 Movember 1847
fa 18 October 1847
v 16 November 1847 - 7 January 1848
v 14 January - 25 February 1848
VI 3 March - 9 March 1848
Wil 20 - 26 March 1848
vin = 7 April - 26 May 1848
IX ? June - 5 July 1848

*Maost frequentty encountered type




TYPE I HANDSTAMP

Vera Cruz Handstamp (second day use) and Newspaper Dateline composed with identical typeface

Newspaper Wrapper Band with contents American newspapers published in Jampico,
The American Eagle, 5 June 1847 Edition Matamoros, Mexico City and Vera Cruz.

— o ———————— Y g T g b e

Though letters refer to many
newspapers being sent to and
from Mexico, very few have

survived to date.




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP

VERA CRUZ
MEXO0 0oCT 29

29 October 1847, small *10' ratestamp
Wiitten by General Quitrman

16 November 1847, Roman x’ (crossed out) ratestamp
To President Polk;
Mail to and from the President allowed without payment

Type 1l Vera Cruz Handstamp 29 October — 16 November 1847
16 November is the only date known when two Vera Cruz postmark types (11 & 1V) were used simultaneously



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP
VERA CRUZ

EMXICO
OCTOBER 18

Official Use to Army paymaster
Small 10’ ratestamp

Camp near Vera Cruz, 11 October 1847
Personal letter home, small 10’ ratestamp

Type llla Vera Cruz Handstamp (EMXICO error) 18 October 1847
Only known used 1 day, 3 examples known to date.



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP

————

Puebla, 9 July 1847
Vera Cruz, 16 November 1847 (Early use), Roman ‘X’ Ratestamp

A large quantity of mail from the Puebla area dated June & July 1847 was delayed in
transit, reaching Vera Cruz mid November 1847,

National Bridge, 2 January 1848
Vera Cruz, 7 January 1848 (Late Use), Large ‘10’ Ratestamp

Type IV Vera Cruz Handstamp 16 November 1847 — 7 January 1848

Known with Roman *X’, Small ‘10° & Large ‘10’ Ratestamps

ac



MEXO, FEB 25

Jalapa, 11 January 1848
Vera Cruz, 14 January 1848

Vera Cruz, 25 February 1848 (Late Use)
Commercial letter to New York (17 March arrival) via New Orleans

Type V Vera Cruz Handstamp 14 January — 25 February 1848

Large ‘10’ Ratestamp
Last ‘Unboxed’ Handstamp, Earliest and Latest Usages

9q
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN
: luﬁm MARCH 9

Rio Frio, 3 February 1848 (Delayed Transit to Vera Cruz)
Vera Cruz Post Office, 9 March 1848 (Late Use)

Type VI Vera Cruz Handstamp 3 -9 March 1848
Large ‘10" Ratestamp

This, and all subsequent Vera Cruz Handstamps Outlined, or ‘Boxed"
Earliest and Latest Uses

q0
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YERA CRUZ

MEXICO MARCH 20 VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP

Vera Cruz, 20 March 1848 (Official Letter)
Vera Cruz, 20 March 1848 (Early Use)
‘10" Crossed out, Endorsed "O.P.8." (On Public Service)

VmCmestOﬁm,QMarchlﬁdS{LamUse}

Note loss of *Z’ in VERA CRUZ which led to retirement of handstamp
Type VII Vera Cruz Handstamp 20 — 26 March 1848

Large “10° Ratestamp
Earliest and Latest Uses




VERA CRUZ

VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP
MEXICO APRIL £

Jalapa, 22 March 1848
Vera Cruz, 8 April 1848 (Early Use)

C e e ——

Mexico City, 13 March 1848
Vera Cruz Post Office, 26 May 1848 (Late Use)

Type VIII Vera Cruz Handstamp 8 April — 26 May 1848
Large ‘10’ Ratestamp

Earliest and Latest Uses
Most often encountered Vera Cruz marking



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP
| JULY 1

Puebla, Mexican Post Office (Prepaid-FRANCO) 1 June 1848

After Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ratification on 25 May, cooperation between U.S.
officials and their Mexican counterparts became more frequent

Dual Mexican and U.S. markings during this period unusual.

P R iy

3 July (Postmarked 5 July) Commercial letter to New York City

Type IX Vera Cruz Handstamp 9 June - 5 July 1848
Last Vera Cruz occupation handstamp; similar to type VIII with ‘MEXICO® removed
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ RATEMARKS

~ Rates set by Act of 3 March 1845 effective I July 1845:
Letters: 5c¢ (up to 300 miles), 10c (>300 miles) per 1/2 ounce (Forwarding additional)

Newspapers: 3c per copy (mailed by individuals), Advertising: 2c
Collect, Single Weight

Up to 12 oz., >300 miles

' Prepaid, Double Weight

“Paid 20"
1/2 - 1 0z, >300 miles

Vast majority of mail sent collect as there was no assurance it would arrive, and cash money was scarce

VERA CRUZ RATE MARKINGS
TYPE KNOWN USE PERIOD
Ms. 3; 20 (cents) Throughout Intervention Period
Ms. 10 (cents) Through late September 1847
"Paid” + Rate (cents) Ms. Throughout Intervention Period
Small '10’ (cents) Handstamp 3 October - 16 December 1847
Roman ‘X' (cents) Handstamp 5 November - 28 November 1847
Large '10' (cents) Handstamp* 17 December 1847 - 5 July 1848
*Most frequently encountered type




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ RATEMARKS

Roman Numeral ‘X’ Ratestamp

Mexico City, 16 October
Vera Cruz, 3 November

Mexico City, 24 November
Vera Cruz, 29 November

Latest Known Use of ratestamp
(From General D. Ruggles)

3 — 29 November 1847
Associated with Vera Cruz Types 11 & IV Handstamps



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN YERA CRUZ RATEMARKS
Large ‘10’ Ratestamp
. el \Vera Cruz (Type IV)
17 December 1847

Vera Cruz (Type VIII) |
19 April 1848

Vera Cruz (Type IX)
1 July 1848

Examples known 17 December 1847 — 5 July 1848
Associated with Vera Cruz Types IV through IX Handstamps; most common type
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ

Vera Cruz served as Headquarters, and supply base for Scott’s thrust towards Mexico ity

Aufhﬂdmtypw,andmmwrﬁngsmknmm&omhwpsathsz

Vera Cruz (Type | Handstamp), 16 June 1847
Addressed to James H. Starr at Nocogdoches, Texas

.

Vera Cruz (Type Il Handstamp), 19 November 1847
Small “10' ratemarking




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ HANDSTAMP

Mexico City, 26 October 1847
Vera Cruz (Type Il Handstamp), 16 November 1847
Roman ‘X’ ratemark (10c collect)

Puebla, 13 June 1847
Vera Cruz (Type |V Handstamp), 16 November 1847

A guantity of mail was waylaid for several months between the interior and Vera Cruz

Type II Vera Cruz Handstamp 29 October — 16 November 1847
: Type IV Vera Cruz Handstamp 16 November 1847 — 7 January 1848

: 16 November is the only date when two Vera Cruz
| postmark types (Il & I'V) were used simultaneously

1 1%



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ COMMERCIAL

Commercial activity continued throughout Occupation period

U.S. (via New Orleans) and British mails were most commonly used

~Yia U.S. Mails

Vera Cruz, 1 November 1847

New Orleans, 6 November 1847 (Forwarder: SCHMIDT & Co.)
London, 30 November 1847 arrival (via Boston Steamer)
‘PAID' 20c, 2/-

Cruz (Type VIIl Handstamp), 12 April 1848
New York, 6 May 1848 (via New Orieans)
Large '10° ratemark

| 9%



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ SHIP MAIL

Bypassing Vera Cruz Post Office

Written at Vera Cruz, Posted on board ship

Vera Cruz
5 June 1847

Placed directly on
Board ship in port
New Orleans
“STEAM™

& 4107,

No Datestamp

10c =300 mile
Letter rate

(If entered into
U.5. Mails at
New Orleans:

2c local rate)

“Ship American”
3 October 1847

Letter remained
on board ship,
Entered mails
at New Orleans
15 October 1847

10c =300 mile rate
No additional ‘SHIP'
Charge.

The Vera Cruz Post Office was in operation from 3 June 1847. It could be bypassed by placing
items directly on board ship, carrying letters outside the mails, or writing while on board ship.

jeo




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN INBOUND

Rate Comparisons

Inbound Forwarded Military Mail

New Orleans
12 May 1847
1 feollect]
> 300 miles

Platt City, Missouri
(Training Camp)

3 June 1847
Additional 10c due
(forwarding) = 20c

New Orleans (Transit)
26 June 1847
“On Service”

Forwarded to Vera Cruz

All eharges cancelled
fAct of 3 March 1847:

Free postage to troops
Serving in Mexico)

Winnsboro, S.C.
3 June 1847

Free postage under Act of 3 March 1847 valid only for troops serving in Mexico,
not those in training, aboard ship, or assigned elsewhere.

o}



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN INBOUND OFFICIAL

Washington, D.C.
7 April 1847

Handstamp “Adjutant Generals Office”
Signature; L[orenzo] Thomas A.A.G.
(Assistant Adjutamt General)

Official mail bearing appropriate endorsements carried free of charge.




Addressed [reverse] to Mexican General C. Furlong at Atlixco (Puebla)
(no postal markings)

b

e ks P 1 ¥ e

Dated Jalapa, 11 May 1847,

Describes out terms and conditions for United States Occupation of central Mexico




l CENTRAL CAMPAIGN JALAPA

Occupied by Scott 18 April 1847
Pre-occupation Mexican Civil Mail

—

| Jalapa, 24 November 1847

Vera Cruz, 17 December 1847 (Type IV Handstamp)
Earliest date for large 10" ratestamp
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JALAPA

Jalapa, 24 January 1848

Vera Cruz, 3 March 1848

Type VI Handstamp

Some items ‘lost', and delayed

Jalapa Hospital,
18 May 1848

Vera Cruz,
Type Vil Handstamp

Jalapa, 15 June 1848
Vera Cruz Type X Handstamp) :

Troops waiting for final evacuation
in cooler climate then Vera Cruz.

‘f" for free (official mall)
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN

Inbound Mails

Inbound U.S. Military Mail

6 June 1848

“"FREE" postage to troops
allowed for 3 months after
end of hostilities

Jalapa arrival

27 June 1848

Arrived During final
evacuation from Mexico

Troops waited in the
uplands at Jalapa instead
of Vera Cruz to avoid
disease (i.e. yellow fever)

JALAPA
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN PEROTE

New Orleans
22 May 1847

Large '10'
Crossed Out,
“Public Service”

mmmmmmm*r

Prior to Vera Cruz markings (from June 1847 onwards), all Central Campaign
mail bears New Orleans or other U.S. domestic markings.
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN PUENTE NACIONAL (NATIONAL BRIDGE)

Key point on road near Jalapa, secured late April 1847

Puente Nacional
12 May 1848

Vera Cruz type VIl handstamp, 17 May 1848
Large ‘10’ ratemark 2
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN PUEBLA

Occupied by Scott 15 May 1847
Mexican and U.S. Official Mail

_Inbound Mexican Military Mail (immediately pre-occupation)
(San Luis Potosi)
20 April 1847
3 Reales 1/2 - 3/4 oz Rate
Mentions Command,

. s

“We are sending a small mail by a Mexican who has agreed to deliver our letters at
Vera Cruz at two dollars a letter & bring what letters in your office back for us. Let him
have what belongs to me. Do them up in a snug package. We expect Gen. Pierce tomor-
row or next day, & after his arrival the armys (sic) move for Mexico.”



PUEBLA
e dated day after Occupation of Puebla by United States forces
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN

Mail Handling
Varied routes and methods were employed for mail transport

Pre-Vera Cruz Post Office (U.S. Mail)

Puebla 3 Ju
via New Orleans 23 June (Earliest known Vera Cruz marking: 3 June 1847)
Some items from Puebla during this time were ‘lost’ for several months, and bear mid November postmarks

= C

Inbound Mexican Mail from Vera Cruz to
s ——— e —

Vera Cruz, 16 March 1848
Carried outside of mails to Orizava (21 March)
then via Mexican mails to Puebla

PUEBLA



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN PUEBLA

e e ——— e e

Puebla
4 June 1847

Vera Cruz :
Type IV Handstamp
16 November 1847

Roman ‘X' Raftemark

Batch of mail from Puebla area waylaid for 5 months in transit to Vera Cruz.

PEEeee——— 8 Qan Marcos, near Puebla
24 April 1848

Vera Cruz
Type VIII Handstamp
26 April 1848

Large ‘10" Ratemark




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN RIO FRIO

Located on Road Between Puebla and Mexico City

Rio Frio
28 January 1848

Vera Cruz

Type VI Handstamp
9 March 1848

(Latest Use)
Large ’10° Ratemark

7 April 1848

Vera Cruz
Type VIII Handstamp
7 April 1848

Large '10' Ratemark
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN SAN ANGEL

Once a separate village, now a suburb of Mexico City

3 day transit
toVera Cruz

Large 'I10' Ratemark

s San Angel
7 April 1848

Yera Cruz
Type VIII Handstamp
11 May 1848

Large 'I0° Ratemark

Most correspondence consisted of folded lettersheets.
Occasionally, factory made envelopes were available.

11



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN : MEXICO CITY

N - After the successive occupation of population centers along the road from Vera Cruz to the
' highlands, U.S. Forces arrived in the vicinity of Mexico City early summer 1847. They spent
the city proper. During these times, civilian and commercial activity continued, though at a

i Mexico City Via Vera Cruz To France,
| Last British mail sailing from Vera Cruz (during U.S. blockade) prior to invasion

—_——

Mexico City, 29 January 1847

a Vera Cruz, 1 February,
London, 10 March
Paris arrival, 12 March

Mexico City, 31 August 1847
3 Reales (1/2 - 3/4 0z) rate
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN MEXICO CITY

U.S. Forces entered the Mexican Capital on 14 September 1847

During September and October 1847, there was a 6 — 8 week period in which no mail was sent
via Vera Cruz.. Some items were carried privately, entering the mails at Tampico, New Orleans
or even carried to their destination. Other items reached Vera Cruz after a 2 month delay.

Via Vera Cruz To President Polk

Mexico City, 24 September 1847
20c double weight rate (crossed out.); Mail to and from President did not reguire payment
Entered U.S. Mails at New Orleans

Vera Cruz (Type IV Handstamp), 29 November

i
B

Mexico City, 25 October 1847
New Orleans arrival, 25 November

2¢ Local (New Orleans) Delivery rate

li&



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN

Via New Orleans

Mezxico City
28 February 1848

Entered Mail at
New Orleans
21 March 1848

Mail from Mexico City again by-
passed Vera Cruz during March
and April 1848.

Mexico City
5 March 1848

New Orleans
11 April 1848

12 May 1848
Vera Cruz
(Type IV)

17 May 1848 §

10c rate
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN MEXICO CITY

Civilian Mails

United States authorities allowed Mexican and British mails to operate

Mexico City (British Agency) Via Vera Cruz To England

Mexico City (Mexican Mails) to San Luis Potosi

Mexico City
18 November 1847

3 Reales [due]
(1/2 - 3/4 oz rate)

Seat of Government
Temporally moved
To San Luis Potosi
during eccupation
Of Mexico City
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8 February 1848
Vera Cruz
12 February 1848

Duplicate correspondence often sent by separate routes/services in effort to ensure receipt.

Letters confirm financier August Belmont supplying Scott's Army with specie (for payment of expenses and
salaries) as majority of transactions were settled with gold and silver coinage.




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN MEXICO CITY

British Agency also continued service during Occupation period
For items addressed to United states and Foreign Destinations

Mexico City (Mexican Post Office), 13 June 1848
; Vera Cruz (British Agency), 15 June 1848
‘ London arrival, 24 July 1848

4/6 shilling double rate




CENTRAL CAMPAIGN MEXICO CITY

Mexican Civil Mail services continued to operate during Occupation period

B R S i pie———— - i —

Inbound from Atlixco,
(State of Puebla)
East of Capital

Inbound from Yautepec,
(Chalco District, State of Mexico)
South-east of Capital

Inbound from Zacatecas,
Zacatecas State = i : :
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN MEXICO CITY

Inbound

FewinbounditeummuoopsmMexicquwvivedmlemgmﬂbﬂﬂeﬁeidmndiﬁms;
limited baggage allotment, rough handling, and prolonged journeys back to home!

- e - P Ii nﬁ]-
3 May 1848

Free transport of mail
To soldiers in Mexico
allowed for duration of
war plus 3 months
(through August 1847).
[Aet of 3 March 1847)

T2
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN : MEXICO CITY AREA
U.S. forces were active in areas North, South, and West of Mexico City through mid 1848

M'_I'm
South of Mexico City
Forces stationed there from late December 1847

Tlanepantla (10 miles north of Mexico city)
(now a suburb)
Mexican civilian mail

e, 27 Doser 1847 -
Writer complains to his brother that U.S. troops are combing family estates for
deserters. Addressee is future President of Mexico.

FE-3-1



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN TOLUCA

| Occupied late December 1847

. Located 65 Km. West of Mexico

ohu, 27 April 1848
Vera Cruz, 11 May 1848 (Type VIl Handstamp)
10c U.S. domestic rate (>300 miles)

4 Toluca, 20 April 1848
Vera Cruz, 26 April 1848
Official Mail, no cash postage due

l2y



Frin

CENTRAL CAMPAIGN TOLUCA

Mexican Civil Mail
Located 65 Km. West of Mexico City;
United States and Mexican mail services often co-existed with each other
Pf!USOmlpatbn

Toluca, 20 August 1847
1 real (collect) single sheet
U.S. mining engineer comments on increasing difficulty in face of war conditions.

“Toluca, 16 January 1848
2 Reales (collect), 1/2 = 3/4 ounces



CENTRAL CAMPAIGN VERA CRUZ DEPARTURE

United States Forces departed Vera Cruz in a staged withdrawal through mid-July 1848

The Retaliatory Rate period between United States and Great Britain began 3 July 1848

United Stat Great Brifai
(items from British Agencies to the United States were also affected)

Vera Cruz, 11 July 1848 (via 'Great Western')
New Orleans, 21 July 1848 (Forwarder, entered U.S. mails)
London arrival, 16 August 1848

‘PAID’ 34c [U.S.], due 2 [G.B.]

“The customs house will probably be delivered today to Mexican authorities. .. .”

lze



POSTWAR RETURN TO PREWAR RATES

After hostilities ended, postal rates reverted to their prewar status.
Rates from Mexico to the United States varied depending on route and service provider.
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CENTRAL CAMPAIGN RETALIATORY RATES
The Retaliatory Rate period between United States and Great Britain began 3 July 1848

British Agencies to United S

- iVl
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Tampico
- (Mexican & British Offices),
15 September 1848

New Orleans (forwarder)
[R.D. Blossman, Esq.]

Port La Vaca, 19 October 1848
To San Antonio

Paid at Tampico,
due 24c (2/- ‘equivalent'?)
+2c ‘Steam’ = 26c U.S.

Only known Retaliatory
Rate cover from British
Agency to U.S. Gulf
Destination , bypassing
New York

Vera Cruz
(Mexican & British Offices),
15 November 1848

New Orleans (U.S. Post),
21 November 1848

New York, 1 December 1848
Forwarded to Baltimore

paid at \fera Cruz 1/-,
due 34c+5¢( Forwarding )
=39¢c [U.S.]




